
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September  5, 2017 

Parents,  
 
I hope that everyone had a relaxing and restful Labor Day weekend.  This short break is a welcome respite after starting 
school and it allows everyone to take a deep breath, stay up a little later, and enjoy time with friends and family before the 
school year is in full swing.  It allowed me to reflect on how things are going and refocus on the big picture.  Last week 
we had a great turnout for curriculum night and it was so welcoming to see/meet many of you.  It was during the opening 
presentation when I gave my five goals for our students/teachers this year: 

1. Faculty engages in professional learning communities (All) 
2. Implementation of reading strategies that align with guided reading (PreK-4) 
3. Establish classroom/behavior management strategies (5-8) 
4. Develop and employ a plan designed to broaden students’ application of technology in the classroom (All) 
5. Design and implement a formal process using student data to drive student learning (All) 

These five goals are what drive our professional development, professional learning community 
conversations/discussions, and all other decisions that would affect the students.  Thank you again for making your child’s 
education a priority and coming to see the presentations by all the stakeholders in the school.  The feedback you provided 
through Google Forms was beneficial and I have already made notes to make next year’s experience even better. 
 
Here are some things going on this week in school: 

● Each student is encouraged to bring $1 tomorrow for a Hurricane Harvey Relief collection.  Our students will be 
giving that money to the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.  This also means that your child can have an out of 
uniform day tomorrow, Wednesday, September 6th.  If your child forgets to bring money at the start of the school 
day, you are more than welcome to bring the money to the front office but they cannot change clothes once they 
are here at school.  Please see the flyer for more information. 

● Mrs. Batenhorst-Smith will be handing out prizes to students who have already sold raffle tickets for 
Cathedralfest.  She will be doing this a couple of times each week leading up to Cathedralfest (October 7 & 8). 

● Tomorrow (Wednesday, September 6) is the 1st Chess Club meeting of the year!  Please have your child meet Mr. 
O’Brien at 3:15 p.m. in the Science Lab for a flyer and information regarding the club.  You can plan on 
Wednesday afternoons for the weekly meeting. 

● Dr. Ashton, the new Superintendent of Omaha Catholic Schools, will be visiting St. Cecilia Cathedral School on 
Thursday, September 7th.  He is touring each of his schools this fall and we cannot wait to see him!  

● The Roger Higgins Golf Classic takes place this Saturday, September 9th.  Please see the flyer for more 
information.  Thank you for the volunteers and donations we have received so far!  

 
Here are some other items to think/know about: 
There is still room for your Pre-K and Kindergarten children to sign up to play micro soccer.  Please see the attachment 
for information about that activity.  Practices and games will begin on September 17.  Contact Drew Gerken 
(dwg76@yahoo.com) with any questions. 

mailto:dwg76@yahoo.com


Jared Fitzgerald has organized a donation drive as part of his Eagle Scout community service project to benefit veterans in 
the Omaha area.  Items will be accepted through September 10th and can be dropped in the collection boxes at the West 
and North entrances of the Cathedral.  Recommended donations include: personal hygiene, ground coffee, protein items, 
bottled water, snack items, and non-perishable food items. 
 
Many Blessings, 
 
Mrs. Julia Pick 
Principal 
 
Upcoming Events: 

★ September 9 - Roger Higgins Golf Classic (see flyer in your child’s folder) 
★ September 11 - NO SCHOOL 
★ September 12 - Out of Uniform Day for all students for Roger Higgins Golf Classic 
★ September 13 - School Night at Popeyes (Dodge location; 4524 Dodge Street) 
★ September 16 - Family Movie Night (St. Cecilia Cathedral Soccer Fields; ABC to sell concessions) 
★ September 19 - Picture Day! 

 
Happenings this Week: 

Tuesday, 9/5 Wednesday, 9/6 Thursday, 9/7 Friday, 9/8 Saturday, 9/9 

Hurricane Harvey 
Collection Day #1 
 
 
7th Grade Vball Practice 
@ 4:30-6 PM (Gym) 
 
Soccer Practices @ 5-7:30 
PM (Soccer Field) 
 
6th Grade Vball Practice 
@ 6-7 PM (Gym) 

Hurricane Harvey 
Collection Day #2 
 
Chess Club Meeting @ 
3:15 PM (Science Lab) 
 
6th Grade Vball Practice 
@ 3:15-5 PM (Gym) 
 
Soccer Practices @ 5-7:30 
PM (Soccer Field) 
 
8th Grade Vball Practice 
@ 5:30-7 PM (Gym) 

Dr. Ashton Visit @ 10-12 
PM (St. Cecilia School) 
 
St. Cecilia Women’s Guild 
- Fall Fellowship @ 4-7 
PM (Bricks and Mortar) 
 
6th Grade Vball Practice 
@ 3:15-5 PM (Gym) 
 
7th Grade Vball Practice 
@ 4:30-6 PM (Gym) 
 
U10 Girls Soccer Game @ 
6:45 PM (Soccer Field) 

All School Mass @ 10 
AM (Cathedral) 
 
Shauna Mulally to visit 
1-8 grade classrooms 
(PM) 
 
5th Grade Vball Practice 
@ 6-7 PM (Gym) 
 

Roger Higgins Golf 
Classic @ 9:00 AM 
 
U7/8 Boys Soccer Game 
@ 11 AM (Soccer Field) 

 
Prayer for the Week:        Faculty Focus: 
Our Father, Who Art in Heaven,        Jan Zimmer has been teaching 
Hallowed by Thy name.        Kindergarten at St. Cecilia 
Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will be done,        Cathedral school for eight years. 
On earth as it is in Heaven.                     This is a picture of her with her 
Give us this day our daily bread;       Kindergarten students continuing 
And forgive us our tresspasses,                      the long standing tradition of the 
As we forgive those                                        disappearing Gingerbread Man! 
Who trespass against us.                                The students found him in the And 
And lead us not into temptation,                    principal’s office as he was 
But deliver us from evil.  Amen.                   running the hallways and being silly.  Jan is a dedicated teacher who has  

     the patience of a Saint.  We are so very blessed to have her. 


