
 
May 8, 2018 
 

  
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
  
Today I was lucky enough to be able to spend the day with the 2nd graders at the zoo for their 
field trip.  As we walked 14,000+ steps, I thought about what I could write for today’s THT 
newsletter. It only took five minutes into the trip to recall the book All I Really Need to Know I 
Learned in Kindergarten by Robert Fulghum.  When I came home, I immediately took my copy 
out to help me write this week’s message. 
  
In honor of Teacher Appreciation Week, these little reminders from the book are all things we 
can thank our teachers for because no matter what grade level, subject matter, or ability level, 
these are lessons we all have to learn.  So thank you to the teachers at St. Cecilia Cathedral 
Grade School for being just what our students need and giving so much of their time, talent, and 
treasure to our kids.  
  
*Word of note:  These scenarios are actual situations I encountered today at the zoo.  Please read 
them with a sense of humor and a smile. 
  
  
1. Share everything.  
One girl was upset that everyone else at our table had Pringles™ to eat for lunch and she had 
some chips that her mom packed in a Ziploc bag.  We switched. She then immediately swapped 
her newly acquired Pringles™ can (my original lunch item) for a cookie from another girl. I 
quickly became well-versed in Lunchroom Economics 101.   
  
  
2. Play fair.   
We played a game in my group called “Old Fashion Way.”  It was the same game that I played 
as a kid called “Little Red Schoolhouse.”  It’s a silence game. The rules are simple; the last one 
to talk in the group is the winner.  Needless to say, we became very good at Charades and made 
up sign language. Side note, I took a sign language class in college and I did teach them some 
actual signs. 
  
  
3. Don’t hit people.   
We talked about how it’s inappropriate to step on the back of other people’s shoes (known back 
in my day as giving someone a “Flat Tire").  The kids then spent the next five minutes stepping 
on the back of each others’ shoes and giggling “Flat Tire!” 



  
  
4. Put things back where you found them.   
The water misters, water falls, water walls, and water fountains were not my friends today.  The 
good news is, some kids were fully drenched from head to toe and can maybe skip the 
bath tonight.   
  
  
5. Clean up your own mess. 
After lunch we played the game that I'm sure only happens in my home.  It starts by me asking, 
“Whose trash is this?” and many voices calling back, “Not mine” or “Nobody’s.”  After lots of 
empty threats by me (We may have to get back on the bus and go back to school), all of the 
lunch trash made it to the appropriate receptacles.   
  
  
6. Don’t take things that aren’t yours. 
I tried to take something that wasn’t mine today - courage.  I convinced (or at least I thought I 
did) my group to walk through the “Kingdoms of the Night” exhibit.  The joke was on me. I gave 
two piggy-back rides while pushing one kid through as she kept her eyes shut while we passed 
the snakes and alligators.  All to the tune of “Please don’t let them eat me, please don’t let them 
eat me” in my ear.  
  
  
7. Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody. 
I ran over someone in the “Kingdoms of the Night” but to be fair, I couldn’t see a thing down 
there.  See comment above. 
  
  
8. Wash your hands before you eat. 
We wiped them on our pants and called it good.  At one point in the day we did use hand 
sanitizer but I don’t recall if it was before or after lunch. 
  
  
9. Flush. 
The bathrooms we used were all clogged and the girls came out screaming “The floor is all wet 
and the toilets kept flushing even though no one was using them!  It was so weird Mrs. Pick!” 
  
  
10. Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. 
This was something the kids already knew because I was the only one at my lunch table without 
a cookie.   
  
  
11. Live a balanced life - learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and 
dance and play and work some every day. 
We had a balanced day with the animals.  There was much discussion about how I knew which 
animals were girls and which were boys.  So that covered the academic part of the day. We did 
some singing and dancing when they screamed and ran from the rattlesnakes in the Desert Dome. 
  
  



12. Take a nap every afternoon.  
I do not like to make assumptions, but I would guess that the bus ride home was pretty quiet.  
  
  
13. When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together. 
I could not have been more proud of our St. Cecilia Cathedral family today.  They truly are 
amazing kids and we have the teachers (and parents) to thank for it.  I encourage each of you to 
volunteer during your child/children’s time here at St. Cecilia as a chaperone on a field 
trip.  Kids have a way of making you see the good in life. 
  
Blessings, 
Mrs. Julia Pick 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
5/8 

Wednesday 
5/9 

Thursday 
5/10 

Friday 
5/11 

Saturday 
5/12 

TeamMates Field 
Trip to Zoo 
@ 9:30-2 PM 
 
2nd Grade Field 
Trip to Zoo 
 
Roots & Shoots 
@ 3:15-4 
PM(Room 314) 
 
Marian Tutors 
@ 3:30-4:30 
PM (Library) 
 
Soccer Practices 
@ 5-6:15 
PM(Soccer 
Fields) 

Chess Club 
@ 3:15-4 
PM(Science 
Lab) 
 
Popeyes Night 
Out @ 4-8 
PM (see flyer) 
 
Soccer Practices 
@ 5-8 
PM(Soccer 
Fields) 
 
BOE Meeting 
@ 7 PM(PCCR) 

Ascension Thursday 
 
Mass @ 8:30 
AM (NAVE) 
 
PreK Field Trip to 
Lauritzen Gardens (no 
PM PreK) 
 
SkateDaze Night @ 6-8 
PM (see flyer) 

Students can 
dress as their 
favorite teacher 
for today. 
 
Math Club 
@ 3:15-4 
PM (Room 314) 

Mass @ 5:30 
PM(NAVE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Upcoming Important Dates: 

o May 15: PreK Spring Program @ 10:30 AM (no PM PreK class) 
o May 16: SongFest @ 1:30 PM 
o May 17: Dads and Donuts 
o May 17: Quarter 4 All School Assembly @ 2:30 PM (attendance, Spirit of St. 

Cecilia’s, Parent Volunteers) 
o May 18: SongFest @ 1:30 PM 
o May 18: 8th Graders last day of school 
o May 22: Field Day (both classes in AM; no PM PreK class) 
o May 23: RAIN DATE for Field Day (if needed) 
o May 23: Omaha GIVES! 
o May 24: 11:30 AM Dismissal - Last Day of School! 

	


