
 

Dear St. Cecilia Parents and Guardians, 
  
During the week of September 24-28, your child will be taking the Terra Nova 3 Norm-
Referenced assessment.  Information about your child’s academic achievement is needed to 
help them excel and succeed.  The Terra Nova assessment makes this possible by providing 
detailed information about your child in a variety of important content areas including Reading, 
Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.   
  
To help ensure that your child does their best on the Terra Nova 3 assessment, please be sure: 

 Your child gets an appropriate amount of sleep each night prior to testing. 
 Your child eats breakfast and is well fed prior to coming to school. 
 Please refrain from scheduling doctor, dental, or other appointments during the 

mornings of the week of testing. 
 Please refrain from scheduling vacations, day trips, or other activities during the testing 

time frame.   
  
Please encourage your child to do their best on the assessments next week.  Classroom 
teachers will be working with each child to clarify testing expectations and encourage them to 
do their best.  Being a part of Catholic education, we are fortunate in that standardized testing 
is not the focal point in our classrooms.  We understand that these scores provide a snapshot of 
what our students are capable of in that moment. Although we do analyze the scores to see 
what we did well and where we have room for growth, they are in no way the sole indicator of 
the success in our school.   
  
I also ask that you do not call and request for your child to be taken out of class during the 
morning hours as this is when most of the testing is taking place.  Contact your room parent, if 
you have not yet heard from them this week, to see if you can supply any snacks or treats for 
the students after the tests. 
  
Here are some things going on this week in school: 

 This week marks the halfway point for the 1st Quarter.  Teachers are working on 
progress reports for their students and here are some things to know: 

o K-2:  There will not be any formal progress reports sent home.  If you have 
questions about your child/children’s performance, please reach out to the 
teacher. 



o Grade 3:  Teachers will print hard copies of your child/children’s progress 
report.  Please talk about the grades with your child/children. This is a great 
time to have a conversation about what is going on in the classroom, what 
daily schedules look like, and how homework behaviors are 
developing.  Please sign the grade verification sheet and return to the teacher. 
You will receive this paperwork in next week’s THT. 

o Grades 4-8:  Teachers will send home a grade verification sheet and ask that you 
sign in to Sycamore to check on your child/children’s academic 
progress.  Again, this is a great time for conversation with your child/children 
about what is going on in the classroom, things that are going well, new 
challenges for the year, and how to reroute any behaviors that may be 
developing into poor study/organization habits.  Please sign the grade 
verification sheet and return to the teacher. You will receive this paperwork in 
next week’s THT. 

o If your child/children’s teacher has any concerns (academic, social, or behavior), 
they have been asked to reach out to you via email or phone this week.  And 
on the other side of that coin, if you have concerns please do not hesitate to 
reach out as well. 

 

Many Blessings, 
  
Mrs. Julia Pick 
Principal 
 


