
 

 
April 24, 2019 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 
  
Welcome back to school!  I hope that you had a relaxing and restful Easter break.  As I told 
the students this morning after prayer, I’m not sure how many days are left before the end 
of the school year, but I’ll bet some of you know the exact number! 
  
As a Catholic leader, I am frequently asked “Is the investment in Catholic school worth it” or 
“How do you know you are evangelizing?” 
  
I have always thought that question was difficult to answer because just like our faith-life 
outside of school or church, how can you measure that?  Or better yet CAN you measure it? 
How do you quantify the benefits of a faith-based, Catholic education? I know that some 
parents may have those same questions too, especially as they write their monthly check 
for tuition. 
  
When attempting to answer the question, I try to explain that when it comes to Catholic 
education, just like any investment, we are playing the long game.  To try and quantify the 
benefits of Catholic grade school in only a ten year time period (PreK-8 grades) is 
analogous to asking Tiger Woods if he knew he was going to win the Masters after only the 
first drive.   
  
This is not a message where I spout all of the benefits of Catholic education that one could 
find with a quick Google search.  Most of us have heard those before. This is a message of 
faith. Have faith that your child goes to a school where Christ is present in the hallways, 
classrooms, sidewalks, and cafeteria.  Have faith that your child is encouraged to share with 
their peers how they feel Christ in their daily lives. Have faith that when your child is met 
with adversity, they are encouraged to offer those challenges up to God. 
  
As registration for the 2019-2020 school year continues, the question of “is the investment 
of Catholic education worth it” may be something you are thinking about.  But I ask you to 
have faith and be confident that there will be a time when you will be able to see the 
investment. The benefits will present themselves in a variety of ways, and sometimes it 
may be in ways you are not expecting.   



  
Here at St. Cecilia, we measure the success of Catholic education by looking at the whole 
child.  That is one reason the teachers chose #loveyourneighbor to guide our year. Look for 
ways that your child(ren) has been loving and helping others - that is just the beginning of 
the payoff for the investment you have made in their education.  Do they hold the door 
open for a stranger at the grocery store? Do they offer a hand to someone who falls down 
during the soccer game? Do they console a sibling who is having a hard time? Many times 
God works in small ways and I challenge you to think about how you measure your 
faith.  Can you measure your faith? How do you know that your investment in the time you 
spend at Mass is “worth it?”  Can you measure faith that way? Should we measure our faith 
that way? 
  
So when I circle back to the original question, “Is the investment in Catholic education 
worth it,” here’s how I know why I should have faith that our school is worthy of your 
investment: 

 I have faith when I witness two boys shake hands and say sorry when they have had 
a tough recess playing football. 

 I have faith when I see students stay after school to help Mrs. Turbes set up for 
the Scholastic Book Fair. 

 I have faith when teachers stay after Mass with the students to have more time with 
God. 

 I have faith when I am approached by a 2nd grader who wants to pitch the idea of 
hosting a flag football team on the weekends.   

 I have faith when I see our altar servers sharing their time and talent on the 
weekends. 

 I have faith when I watch a St. Cecilia weekend soccer game and how our students 
interact with others.   

 I have faith when I see the middle school students help move tables and set up for 
Cathedralfest each fall. 

  
This list could go on and on but really I just wanted to share that many times I feel the 
strength of the Holy Spirit the strongest when I’m outside of Mass.  You have to have faith 
that just like in your own spiritual journey; Catholic education for your child is working. 
God is working. All. The. Time. 
  
Blessings to you, 
Mrs. Pick 
 

Important Reminders 
There is no chess club today after school due to the Scholastic Book Fair in the library. 
Application for Children's Scholarship Fund will close on May 
3rd. https://www.csfomaha.org/ 
  

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=stceciliacathedralschool
https://www.csfomaha.org/


Remember we have a full day planned today: 

 ABC is hosting a BBQ from 5-6:30 PM by the soccer fields.  With the weather 
forecasted, it would be a great night to bring your family in for some good food 
and great fellowship.   

 Scholastic Book Fair is open today from 8:00 AM - 8:30 PM.  It will also be open 
before and after school on Thursday and from 11-12:00 on Thursday as 
well.  Parents can order online and check out what’s available by going to 
our homepage.   

 The Board of Education, along with myself and Fr. Grewe, will begin our 
presentation at 6:30 PM in the gym.  If you attend tonight’s meeting, please be 
sure to sign in at the entrance to the gym so your child can earn an out of uniform 
day tomorrow, Thursday (April 25).   

 The Art Fair is set up around the school from 3:30-8:00 PM.  Feel free to walk 
around the halls and into the old building so you can see how talented Mrs. Koehn 
and her students truly are.   

 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=stceciliacathedralschool

