
 

January 15, 2019 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 
  
“‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’  He said to him, ‘You shall love 
the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is 
the greatest and the first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself. The whole law and the prophets depends on these two 
commandments.’”  (Matthew 22:36-40, The New American Bible). 
  
As most of you know, at the beginning of the year, the faculty and staff came up with the 
theme of #loveyourneighbor for the school year.  We chose this particular theme because it 
truly encapsulates what we do here at St. Cecilia Cathedral every single day.  Now could be 
the opportune time to share with you a detailed list of all of those tasks, but I’ll save that for 
another time. 
  
At the beginning of the new year, I did come up with some New Year’s Resolutions.  One of 
my goals was to try something new each month. I know this may not seem like much, but 
for those who know me, I am a creature of habit, schedule, and sameness.  I am the woman 
in the restaurant who orders the same meal, no matter where we are (Olive Garden should 
rethink offering breakfast items because you really can eat eggs at any time of day).   
  
As I thought about what I could try, it was starting to cause me a little anxiety and I found 
myself starting to make excuses:  I work a full-time job, I have four kids, where will I find 
the time, etc. And then I do what I’m convinced every human does, I start trying to convince 
myself by really laying it on thick:  Not sure I should commit to something because I may 
not be able to give 100% and what good would that do? I’m almost doing everyone a favor 
by just NOT doing something, right?! Not quite. 
  
Needless to say, I finally decided that I would attend the new session called Catholicism that 
is offered every Monday night from 6:30-8:00 PM in the Parish Center.  Truth be told, I 
could not have picked a better group because for the first hour we watched Episode 1 from 
Bishop Robert Barron’s Catholicism series (I love watching shows/movies).  This episode 
was perfect because Bishop Barron discussed how Jesus spent His life here on earth 
showing us what it means to #loveyourneighbor:  gathered His flock, cleansed the temple, 
lead as Lord of all nations, and dealt with the enemies of Israel. Now, since I am not the Son 



of God, many of those are not items that I can do during my life.  But it did provide an 
opportunity for me to think about what I do to “gather the flock.” Am I inviting others to 
Mass? Am I sharing the news of Jesus with others? Do I reach out and encourage others to 
join our parish ministries?  So this is my invitation to you, consider a way you can take on a 
role in the parish. It could be something passive, like joining the Catholicism session like I 
did, or it could be something more hands-on like joining the Women’s Guild.  Jesus didn’t 
ask for our 100% all the time, He just asked that we show up. So please consider trying 
something new: join a new ministry, volunteer for traffic duty, or start small by committing 
to one specific Mass each weekend.   
  
*I also want to share that I overachieved this month because I actually tried two new things 
this month.  I ate salt water taffy for the first time and I kind of enjoyed it. 
 

Blessings, 
Mrs. Pick 
 

 
 
2nd Quarter Report Cards: 
Today and tomorrow students in K-8th will be bringing home their report cards. Please 
review with your student, sign the envelope and return the empty envelope to the teacher. 
The 2nd quarter assembly will be during Catholic Schools Week on January 29th at 2pm 
before the volleyball game.  
  
Blessing Bags: 
During Catholic Schools Week, students are collecting items to put into “Blessing 
Bags.”  Blessing Bags contain personal hygiene items, snacks, and a kind message for the 
homeless.  The idea is that families will volunteer to take a bag and keep it in their car. 
Then, when they come across someone in need, they can offer them a blessing bag.  If you 
do not feel comfortable delivering a Blessing Bag, you are not obligated to do so. All families 
are welcome to donate items for the bags and students in Grades 3-5 will assemble them 
for us.  Blessing Bags will be available in the school office for pick up after February 
1st. Please have all donated items to the school by Tuesday, January 22.  Please click 
here for the sign up for donations.   
  
Weather Updates:   
In the event of unfavorable weather (snow, cold), St. Cecilia Cathedral Grade School follows 
the decision of the Omaha Catholic Schools office.  In the event of inclement weather, please 
watch WOWT, KETV-7, KMTV-3, KPTM FOX and Omaha World Herald’s website for 
“OMAHA CATHOLIC SCHOOLS - NO SCHOOL” or “OMAHA CATHOLIC SCHOOLS - CLOSED.”   
If the decision is made the night before school closing, it will be posted on the media outlets 
listed above by 10:00 PM.  If the decision is made the day of the school closing, it will be 
posted on the media outlets listed above by 6:00 AM. It is imperative that you watch the 
news and stay up to date on weather-related school closings. 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E4BADAA2CA0F58-blessing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E4BADAA2CA0F58-blessing


Class Baskets for Concert and Cuisine 2019: 
Please see the attached letter regarding the class baskets for Concert and Cuisine 
2019.  There are parent contacts in the letter so if you have questions, you can reach out to 
them.   
 


