
 

December 11, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 
  
Last week we celebrated the first week of Advent and began our preparation for the arrival 
of Jesus Christ. Please “Like” our Saint Cecilia Cathedral School Facebook page, as we will 
be posting a lot of Advent activities for your family to do at home and some that we are 
doing here at school.  Last week we also did our first Facebook Live video so we could share 
our Living Advent Calendar that our middle school students made for us this year.  Please 
follow us on Facebook and share with us the Advent traditions that take place in your 
home. 
  
What is Advent? 
Advent is a time of preparation and for good reason; we are getting ready for Jesus’ 
arrival.  Think about all of the planning, time, and work that goes into pulling off one of 
your child’s birthday parties.  Invitations, venue (home or elsewhere), cleaning, saving, 
coordinating, theme, and gifts are just a part of what goes into the preparation.  Think of 
Advent as the time spent preparing and planning for the ultimate birthday party, one that is 
meant for a King. 
A few weeks ago at a Saturday night Mass, Fr. Buckley talked about the importance of 
getting your house in order for Christmas day, not physically but spiritually.  Are you being 
an example for your child(ren) and attending Reconciliation each week and especially 
before Christmas day? This would be one way you can get your heart ready for Jesus 
Christ’s arrival.   
  
Why do we celebrate Advent? 
We celebrate Advent because we are preparing for the arrival of Jesus Christ.  As busy 
parents, the meaning of Advent can easily get lost in the busyness of Christmas 
preparation.  There is only so much time in the day for shopping, wrapping, food 
preparation, and travel plans. The next few weeks are the perfect time to slow things down 
and be intentional about how you are keeping Christ in the center of Christmas.   
  
How do we prepare for Christ’s birth? 
Every family has their own traditions for Advent, some are rooted in culture while others 
have been passed down for generations.  Our students with Belgian ancestry may have 
incorporated the custom of St. Nick’s arrival on December 6th. If the children put their 

https://www.facebook.com/StCeciliaSchoolOmaha/


shoes outside of their bedroom doors, they found a surprise the next morning.  Other 
families may have an Advent calendar in their homes and on each day, a door or window is 
opened to reveal a treat inside. One tradition that could be started in your home (and it’s 
not too late for this) is the trusty red and green construction paper links.  Cut out strips of 
green and red paper, one for each day of Advent, and link them together to form a long 
chain. Each day of the month, you remove one link of the chain and as the chain grows 
shorter, the excitement grows bigger! For added value, put one act of 
kindness/charity/love on each chain to keep your family centered in the Golden Rule.   
Remember this Advent season to make time to slow down and be intentional about keeping 
Christ as the focus.  It is easy to get distracted and allow your schedule to dictate your 
focus. This is a great year to start a new family Advent tradition that can be carried out for 
generations to come.  Be looking for a post on our Facebook page where you can share your 
traditions with the St. Cecilia Cathedral School community.  It will be great to see the 
diversity in our family customs and celebrate with each other one of the reasons our school 
is so great. 
 

Blessings to you, 
  
Mrs. Pick, 
Principal 
 
 

Updates: 
If the students bring in at least 15,000 individual diapers by Thursday, December 13th, 
they will be able to see Mrs. Pick get a pie in her face at the all school assembly on 
December 21st!  Keep those diapers coming in this week. 
  
Thank you to all who made donations on #GivingTuesday for the renovation of the current 
library.  We look forward to sharing our final totals in the near future. What a blessing to 
have such a supportive community.   
  
Please see the attachment for information regarding Operetta this year!   
  
Concert and Cuisine is looking for some helpers to help with small tasks over the next two 
months.  This would be a great way to fulfill those volunteer hours. Sign up 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094DA8A822A0F94-ccsignup.  There will be 
another collection party on January 27 at Mama’s Pizza.  Be on the lookout for a flyer with 
all the information. 
  
The St. Cecilia Cathedral parish will gather on Wednesday, December 19, at 6:30 PM in the 
Nash Chapel to assembly the Nativity scene.  It is a great family event and we encourage all 
St. Cecilia Cathedral families to participate together as one. Please do not drop children off 
and leave unsupervised.  At the end, we have the children bring the figures to the manger 
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and after they are arranged there, they end with a prayer and carol. With several helping 
hands, all can be done in about an hour.   
  
Important Dates: 
December 11 - Advent Prayer Service at 2:30 PM (St. B Hall) 
December 14 - All School Mass at 8:30 AM (NAVE) 
December 14 - PreK Christmas Program (St. B Hall) 
December 14 - Kindergarten Christmas Program (St. B Hall) 
December 17 - Archbishop Lucas Visits MS Students 
December 18 - Advent Prayer Service at 2:30 PM (S. B Hall) 
December 21 - Christmas Caroling and School Assembly at 2:15 PM (Gym) 
  
A Note From The Cafeteria: 
Microwave use is for the Middle School students only. Students in grades K-5 are not 
allowed to heat up items for lunch, thank you for your cooperation.  
 


