
 

November 27, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 
  
Happy #GivingTuesday!  We have been promoting this global day of giving on our social media 
outlets these past few weeks.  If you do not yet follow us on Facebook or Twitter, please do so 
you can keep up to date on all the happenings at St. Cecilia Cathedral Grade School. 
  
#GivingTuesday is a day of giving, fueled by the power of social media and collaboration.  It is 
celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving and kicks off the charitable season of 
Christmas.   
  
The leadership team here at St. Cecilia Cathedral has decided that all funds donated today will 
go directly to our new STEAM Lab/Media Center.  STEAM stands for science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and math (and/or music). The importance of having a strong base in these 
areas cannot be overstated and the knowledge that comes from a background in a STEAM 
program has been shown to help students be successful in the years ahead.  Some of you may 
already know, but for those that do not, I was a science teacher before becoming an 
administrator. In a span of ten years I taught physical science, biology, earth science, integrated 
science, astronomy, and chemistry. I found that teaching the subject matter was the easy part 
but the real challenge was getting students to be innovative thinkers and problem solvers.  I 
was always trying to get students to understand the “why” instead of just focusing on “what is 
the right answer, A or B.” I found myself having valuable conversations with students about the 
importance of the process and less focus on the grade. Implementing a STEAM program within 
our school would be the key to helping our students become real-world thinkers and problem 
solvers. Here is a short “Top Ten” reasons why we are bringing STEAM to St. Cecilia Cathedral 
School: 
  

10.  Encourages students to be creative in their learning. 
11.  Provides opportunities for students to collaborate with their peers during the 

learning process. 
12.  Increases critical thinking for all learners. 
13.  Provides a unique way to problem-solve using a variety of learning modalities. 

https://www.givingtuesday.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StCeciliaSchoolOmaha/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/StCeciliaOMA


14.  Gives all students hands-on learning experiences (not just those with involved in an 
after school club). 

15.  Increases confidence in all students in the fields of science and math. 
16.  Shows students a different way to value and appreciate the arts. 
17.  Modifies students’ way of thinking to include design, innovation, and creativity. 
18.  Research shows that STEAM programs help to close the achievement gaps in those 

subject areas. 
19. STEAM education will help our students to be in high demand; for high school, 

college, and the careers ahead. 

  
We hope that you consider a contribution for #GivingTuesday and be on the lookout for some 
amazing enhancements to our school as a result of your generosity!  Our goal for the school 
and parish is $25,000 this year so please share any and all links with family, friends, and 
colleagues. This is a great way to give back to the school and provide academic support to all 
students.   
  
There are several ways to donate: 

 Visit our St. Cecilia Cathedral Grade School website, click on “Support Us” on the top 
banner and make a donation. 

 Stop in the school office after pick up or drop off tomorrow to make a cash or check 
donation.   

 Visit the Parish Administration Office across the street and make a donation with cash, 
check, or credit card. 

  
Yours in Christ, 
  
Julia Pick, 
Principal 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.stcecilia.net/


Important Items: 

 All school Mass this week will be on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, AT 8:30 AM  in the 
Cathedral.  We appreciate everyone’s flexibility as we work on scheduling with 
Christmas in the Cathedral this weekend.  Please join us on Thursday if you can. 

 The diaper drive sponsored by Student Council will continue until Christmas 
Break.  Keep bringing in any and all sizes! 

Upcoming Events: 

 December 1 - Home & School Dodge ball tournament from 7pm to 10pm.  
 December 3 - No school 

For Your Information 

 December Events Calendar & Lunch Menu Westside has NOT released the lunch menu. 
We will send it home when available.  

 June 8, 2019 - Join Catholics from all around at this once-in-a-lifetime event: 
ArchOmaha Unite.  It’s happening the eve of Pentecost, June 8. Check out 
the Archdiocese of Omaha Facebook page for more information. 

  
Fundraising   

 HyVee Cash for Students runs from September 1st to December 31st. Please turn in 
your receipts to the front office. We have the potential to earn up to $2000.00! 

 Boxtops turn into the box next to the school office.  
 Family Fare receipts 
 TAGG App 

Have a wonderful week! 
God bless, 
Miss Jen 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ArchOmaha/

