
 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
  
Every year on November 1st, the Catholic Church recognizes and observes a special day 
called All Saints Day.  This is the day the Church celebrates with all other Catholics the 
people who have died and are now with God in heaven.  This is a holy day of obligation 
when we attend Mass and remember that all these holy people are happy with God. There 
are thousands of Saints in heaven and part of your child’s education here at St. Cecilia 
Cathedral Grade School is spent learning about them.  Many homilies at school Masses are 
spent telling the stories of the Saints and how we try and lead lives like them so that we, 
too, can live with God in heaven for all eternity. 
  
Many times, I am asked by non-Catholic friends and family members why we pray to 
Saints.  I have to remind them that we do not pray to Saints, we only pray to God.  But 
because we believe saints are now living with God, we do ask them to pray to God for us 
and with us.  Here are just a few ways we teach about the saints in our school: 
  

 St. Jean Baptiste de la Salle (Patron Saint of Teachers) - Your child’s teacher has a 
prayer card with his picture and prayer on their desks.  We usually say this prayer 
together at least once a week together as a school community. 

 St. Cecilia (Patron Saint of Music) - It is fitting that St. Cecilia Cathedral Grade School 
was named in her honor with our rich tradition in music and the arts.  It is also 
appropriate that the Cathedral Arts Project is located on our campus and Mrs. 
Koehn and Mrs. Walters incorporate those programs into their curriculum. 

 St. Michael (Patron Saint of Warriors, the sick and suffering) - You will usually see 
him in pictures, paintings, and sculptures with a sword in his hand.  Fun Fact - Fr. 
Grewe was named after St. Michael and he is Fr. Grewe’s favorite Saint! 

 As our 8th graders prepare for Confirmation, they will each choose a Saint for 
his/her Confirmation name.  This Saint is chosen by the student so they have a 
holy companion to accompany them on their journey to Heaven.  If you have an 
8th grader, please ask them about their Saint and why they chose that individual 
for this sacrament.   

 Other common saints amongst children include: St. Christopher (Patron of 
Travelers; seen frequently on necklaces in gift shops), St. Francis (Patron of 
Animals; usually spotted as a statue in gardens and lawns and surrounded by 
animals), St. Anthony (Patron of Lost Items; Catholics love this short prayer to 



him - Tony Tony look around.  Something’s lost and must be found!), St. Nicholas 
(Patron of Children; perhaps you have the tradition of putting your shoes out on 
St. Nicholas Day so he can fill them with goodies). 

  
We will be celebrating All Saints Day during our all school Mass on Thursday, November 1, 
at 8:30 AM.  Since we have a noon dismissal on Friday, there will be no Mass on that day. 
Please consider joining us for Mass for All Saints Day so you can share in this Holy Day with 
your child(ren).   
  
November 1, All Saints Day, was called All Hallow’s Day in England because hallow is 
another word for holy.  The night before was called All Hallow’s Eve, which was eventually 
shortened to Halloween. Throughout the years, the traditions of Halloween have changed 
and evolved, but we still continue to dress in scary costumes, put up pictures of 
tombstones, and pretend to be ghosts in hopes to make death seem less scary at a time 
when nature is reminding us of death.   
  
Here are some at-home activities for you after trick-or-treating tomorrow night: 

1. Watch one of the movies mentioned in this article The Top 10 Movies about the 
Saints.  There are some classics on this list! 

2. Go on a Saint Retreat with your children.  Take just three minutes to learn more 
about a saint and spend time with your child (it’s a win-win)! 

3. Go on an unguided scavenger hunt around the Cathedral and see how many saints 
you can spot in the windows, pictures, statues, ceilings, Nebraska Chapel and Nash 
Chapel.  Make a list of all the individuals you encounter and look them up at the 
library or online. 

4. Pray together as a family using this prayer: 

“God of Heaven and Earth - I give you thanks for the saints who encircle my life.  May their 
courage, compassion and commitment strengthen me when my faith flags and my hopes 
dim.  May their holy vision and attentive hearts motivate me towards a life of deeper prayer 
and devotion.  May their generosity and service inspire me to reach out to those who are 
poor and vulnerable. As their holy lives touch mine, draw me further along my own path to 
sainthood.  In the blessed name of Jesus Christ, your Son, I pray. Amen.” 
 

Blesssings to you, 
Mrs. Pick 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/arts-and-faith/film/saints-on-the-screen-by-james-martin-sj
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Reminders for this Week: 

 Report cards will be coming home today in your child’s THT folder.  Please be sure 
to sign the envelope and return just the envelope to school.  You can keep the 
report card for your memory books or refrigerator doors. 

 Halloween is tomorrow (in case you haven’t heard that yet)!  ONLY the PreK and 
Kindergarten students will bring their costumes in their backpacks for their 
Halloween parties.  The older classes (Grades 1-8) will not be dressing or 
changing into costumes but you should have heard from room parents regarding 
party plans.  Please have a conversation about Halloween safety with your kids 
before they head out for trick-or-treating. 

  
 What's Happening This Week:  
  
Wednesday 

 Halloween! Students in grades PK and K can bring costumes to school to change into 
them later in the day. Costumes should be appropriate for a school setting, not 
offensive or scary. Please keep in mind our Catholic Christian identity when 
choosing a costume. Nothing that portrays violence, blood or gore. Weapons, real 
or fake, are not allowed to be a part of the costume.  

Thursday 

 All Saints Day (Holy Day of Obligation) all school Mass 8:30am 

Friday 

 Noon Dismissal 
 No Lunch 
 No afternoon PK 
 Many times the teachers will let the students bring in a snack on those noon 

dismissal days so I would check with your child’s teacher and see if that would be 
ok with them.   

Upcoming Events: 

 Daylight savings is this weekend! Sunday, November 4th. 
 Picture retakes are November 5th. Information is coming home with students today. 

Families should have received pictures if you ordered them last week.  Additional 
Forms are available in the front office or you can sign up 
online www.mylifetouch.com our picture ID code is: BN208612Q1 

 Veteran's day is November 12th - to help us remember all those who have served 
are country we are asking students to bring in a picture of family members who 

http://www.mylifetouch.com/


have served. Pictures should be copies and not expected to be returned. We'll be 
putting them on a Veteran's memory wall. This can be any family member, moms, 
dads, aunts, uncles, brothers or sisters etc.  

Monthly Dine Outs 
 November 5 - Panera Bread - a flier is required when ordering. These will go home 

on Monday the day of the event.  
 November 13 - Popeye's  

Volunteers Needed 
 November 19th - We are asking for about 7 volunteers to help with the hearing 

screening for grades K-3 and 6th. If you are available to help please contact the front 
office or email Miss Jen at jsupancheck@stcecilia.net. Thank you for your 
assistance!   

For Your Information 
  

 November 6 - Election Day in Nebraska.  Need more information on where the 
candidates stand on important issues that Catholics are concerned about? Go 
to https://www.nebraskacatholicvoter.com/ to see where our friends at 
Nebraska Catholic Conference have been reaching out to candidates.  You can also 
read Tom Venzor’s Catholic Voice article “Election, Candidates and Positions: 
NebraskaCatholicVoter.com” here.  This is a great opportunity to speak to your 
child(ren) about where Catholics stand on issues and how you are an informed 
and educated voter. 

 November 19 - Mrs. Sheridan our cafeteria manager will be absent this day. We will 
still be providing a lunch, but it will be one option on this day not three.   

 June 8, 2019 - Join Catholics from all around at this once-in-a-lifetime event: 
ArchOmaha Unite.  It’s happening the eve of Pentecost, June 8. Check out 
the Archdiocese of Omaha Facebook page for more information. 

 We are now forming St Cecilia basketball teams for boys and girls in grade 3-8. 
Sign up by going to http://st-cecilia-elementary-school.siplay.com/site/  Practices 
will begin around November 12, with the first games starting a few weeks after. 
The season continues through February. Questions? Contact 
Shaina McBride smcbride@stcecilia.net 

Fundraising   

 HyVee Cash for Students runs from September 1st to December 31st. Please turn in 
your receipts to the front office. We have the potential to earn up to $2000.00! 

 Boxtops turn into the box next to the school office.  
 Family Fare receipts 
 TAGG App 

Have a wonderful week! 
God bless, 
Miss Jen 
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