
 

August  1, 2017 
Dear St. Cecilia School Families, 
 
The dog days of summer, as I referred to them in the parish bulletin, are here at last.  Once thought of as 
a point in the year in which dogs themselves spend time lying around in the heat, it actually stretches 
back to Greek and Roman origins.  The true meaning comes from the dog star, Sirius, and its position in 
the sky during July and August.  
 
I am giving you this short astronomy lesson in stars and their positions in the summer sky since a 
coast-to-coast total solar eclipse will occur from Oregon to South Carolina on August 21, 2017.  It will 
be the first total solar eclipse seen in the U.S. since 1979. The next one will be in 2024.  So while it is 
not a once-in-a-lifetime event, we will be having our own little watch party here at St. Cecilia School. 
Since we do not fall within the total eclipse zone, we are working on a special schedule for the first day 
of school to view the partial eclipse (98% totality).  The partial eclipse in Omaha takes place from about 
10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Our viewing will take place outside in the afternoon, after lunch.  In order for 
this to work, we need 12 parent volunteers to assist with the students and activities.  One of our parents, 
Noelle Hoeft, has graciously been helping with some of the planning thus far. If you would like to 
volunteer to help on our first day for a couple of hours, please contact her at noellehoeft@gmail.com .  
 
Included in this newsletter is the permission slip that is required if you would like your child to view the 
partial eclipse.  On the back of the form is an article from the Omaha World Herald that stresses the 
danger of removing the glasses while looking at the sun.  Please have a serious conversation with your 
child/children about listening to their teachers and following the instructions given to them during the 
viewing.  Permission slips must be turned in by the first day of school.  If you would like to turn in the 
slip on Meet the Teacher Night, you are encouraged to do so.  If your child does not have the form 
completed by the first day, they will be unable to participate in the viewing.  The Activities Booster 
Club (ABC) and a generous parent have worked together to purchase one pair of glasses for each 
student, teacher, and parent volunteer.  We are so thankful to have the support of our parents and ABC.  
 
Looking forward to that first day of school, the St. Cecilia Cathedral School campus is ready for 
students.  It has been a busy summer of updates and improvements: 

● The front steps to the school have been fixed and updated. 
● The infant room in the Child Care center has been renovated and remodeled. 
● All classroom walls, hallways, and stair railings have been touched up and repainted. 
● There is a new phone system in place across the campus. 
● All carpets have been shampooed and all floors waxed.  
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The Tuition Payment Agreement (sent out in July) was due to the school office on July 17.  If you have 
not yet done so, please complete and return as soon as possible.  This is required as part of your child’s 
enrollment.  Note that the first tuition payment is due August 15th.  You may make your payment on 
Meet the Teacher Night (August 17 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.), mail it in, or drop it off in the school office 
before that date.  
 
The Free/Reduced Lunch Application is enclosed.  Please complete and return to the school office by 
August 17.  You will be notified at a later date if you qualify. 
 
Important Dates Coming Up: 

● Meet the Teacher Night - August 17th from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
○ Last names A-L arrive in the 6:30 hour 
○ Last names M-Z arrive in the 7:30 hour 
○ Meet the teacher, visit your child’s classroom, drop off school supplies 
○ Tuition payments accepted this night 
○ Stop by the Information Fair in St. Bernadette Hall for information about various items 

● First Day of School - August 21st  
○ We will have a mini-watch party for the solar eclipse on that day.  Remember that a 

permission slip must be on file for your child to participate. 
● Curriculum Night - August 30th at 7:00 p.m. 

○ This night is meant to bring you, the parents, into the school for a more detailed 
discussion about the curriculum, a chance to get acquainted with Fr. Grewe and myself, 
and to sign up for some volunteer opportunities during the year.  

● Calendar Change - There will be NO SCHOOL for students on Friday, October 6th.  The 
teachers will be participating in professional development sessions.  This opens up the day for 
parents and students to assist with setting up Cathedralfest!  

 
The St. Cecilia Family Handbook has been updated for this school year and can be found on our website 
( https://www.stcecilia.net/ ) under “Documents.”  Please take the time to read through this document as 
there are some exciting changes.  Your child’s academic and spiritual health are a top priority and 
changes have been made to reflect those important items.  For example, I have included a great way for 
parents to involve themselves during the school day (see “Cafeteria”).  There are also important updates 
to the absence and tardy policies.  With any transition and all the changes that occur, always remember 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever”  (Hebrews 13:8).  
 
Blessings, 
 
Mrs. Julia Pick,  
Principal 
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Solar Eclipse Viewing Permission Form 
 

On August 21, 2017 (our first day of school for the 2017-2018 school year), St. Cecilia Cathedral 
School will be having a viewing party for “The Great American Solar Eclipse.”  Omaha is not in 
the path of totality, but we will be able to see a partial eclipse from about 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Planning is underway to ensure our students can experience this event.  Through the generous 
donation of a St. Cecilia parent and ABC (Activities Booster Club), eclipse-safe glasses will be 
provided for each student, teacher, and parent volunteer. 
Safety is a top priority for St. Cecilia Cathedral School.  We will be taking all precautionary 
measures for both students and staff to make this experience both safe and enjoyable.  Please see 
the article (on the back of this form) that was published in the Omaha World Herald about the 
importance of practicing safety during the viewing.  Please read through the article, visit 
NASA’s website (https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/safety ), and have a conversation with your 
child(ren) before the first day of school about your expectations for safety. 
Because of our safety concerns, a parent permission slip is required to be turned in by the first 
day of school, August 21, to your child’s teacher.  Students whose parents do not complete this 
form or choose to opt out of the viewing will stay inside the school during all recesses and during 
the viewing on the first day.  
 
Parents can fill out one form including all St. Cecilia Cathedral students in their household.  
 
Student Name: ____________________________________________  Grade: _____________ 
 
Student Name: ____________________________________________  Grade: _____________ 
 
Student Name: ____________________________________________  Grade: _____________ 
 
Student Name: ____________________________________________  Grade: _____________ 
 
By completing this form, I allow my child(ren) to participate in the partial solar eclipse viewing event at 
St. Cecilia Cathedral School on August 21, 2017.  By signing the form, I assume all responsibility for my 
child(ren) and validate that any damage to my child/children’s eyes cannot be placed upon St. Cecilia 
Cathedral School and staff, including volunteers. 
 
Parent Name (printed): ____________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 
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