
First Grade Curriculum 

1st Grade--Room 113--Mrs. Bohaty 

1st Grade--Room 212--Mrs. Neuman 

 

Room 113 Specials Schedule: 

Monday  Library 12:30-1:00 

P.E. 2:00-2:30 

Music  2:30-3:00 

Tuesday  Art  2:00-2:50 

Wednesday  P.E.  2:00-2:30 

Thursday  Computers 2:00-2:30 

Friday  Music  8:15-8:45 

   

Room 212 Specials Schedule: 

Monday  Library  1:00-1:30 

Music  2:00-2:30 

P.E.  2:30-3:00 

Tuesday  Art  12:30-1:20 

Computers  2:00-2:30 

Wednesday  Music  2:00-2:30 

P.E.  2:30-3:00 

 

Morning Routine: 

The students are learning the routine for when they arrive in the morning.  They unpack, give 

their lunch order, sharpen pencils, and begin morning work.  After the all-school prayer, we say 

the pledge of allegiance and they can finish up their morning work.  We have a calendar time 

when we go over the date, weather, number of days of school and review other quick reading 

and math skills. 

 

Reading: 

Reading is such an important skill in first grade.  A large chunk of the day is devoted to various 

literacy activities.  We will be working with small guided reading groups throughout the school 

year.  We work with a group of students who are at about the same level.  These groups can 

change over time.  The focus of reading instruction is on phonemic awareness skills, decoding, 

comprehension, and sight word recognition.  When students are not meeting with us they are 

working on literacy rotations as part of a Daily 4 routine, which includes read-to-self, listen to 

reading, word work, and writing center.  

 

 



Math: 

Math is also a very important subject in first grade.  We are helping students acquire a strong 

foundation in number sense and addition and subtraction concepts.  Other topics for instruction 

include measurement, time, probability, graphing, geometry, and money.  We will continually 

review these concepts throughout the year within our math meeting so these skills stay fresh. 

We will also incorporate problem solving into the math lessons.  This year we will incorporate 

guided math instruction so we can work with small groups at their math level and provide 

students with more hands-on math activities.  

 

Writing: 
We use the writer’s workshop model where students move through the steps of prewriting, 

drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.  An important first step is helping first graders 

become independent at listening for the sounds in words to try to spell unknown words.  We do 

not focus on perfect spelling in the drafting phase, because we want them to be more 

independent and to use bold, descriptive word choices. 

 

Religion: 

We look for opportunities to teach about our faith outside of the religion textbook, using 

everyday interactions and problems to focus on our faith and how to behave as Disciples of 

Jesus.  Throughout the school year we are focusing on these four themes:  Jesus teaches us 

about God’s love, we are followers of Jesus, we belong to the Church, and we celebrate and live 

our faith.  Another important part of religion is weekly mass participation and behavior.  We 

have 8th grade mass mentors who will be sitting with our class at mass and helping to model 

appropriate mass behaviors. 

 

-->First graders will alternate between 2-3 weeks of Social Studies, and then 2-3 weeks of 

Science with Mrs. Bohaty. 

 

Social Studies: 

Mrs. Neuman will be teaching Social Studies lessons to both first grade classes. The units of 

study are: Time for School, In My Community, Work, Our Earth’s Resources, Our Country, and 

Our World. 

 

Science: 

Mrs. Bohaty will be teaching the science lessons to both classes.  The units are plants, growing 

and changing, sound and light, and weather. 

 

Classroom Management: 

St. Cecilia uses the Discipline With Purpose program to teach students self-discipline skills.  We 

use explicit teaching, modeling, and practice of these skills.  We will begin the year with the 

skills of listening and following directions.  We tie this in with the 3 Cardinal Rules of St. 

Cecilia. We have talked about what these rules look and sound like and continue to practice and 

review them throughout the year.   



 

This year we are using the Safe Pocket system for classroom management.  Each student has a 

paper kangaroo placed in their own decorated pocket.  We discuss and practice the life skills of 

being careful, helpful, respectful, patient, and responsible so we can keep our bodies and hearts 

safe.  We always give a warning if a student is not following one of these skills.  If the behavior 

continues, they move their kangaroom into my safe pocket.  As soon as we see the student 

demonstrating the correct behavior, they can move their kangaroo back into their own pocket 

again.  If their kangaroo is moved frequently, we will contact parents to begin working towards 

an individual student behavior plan.   Our hope is for teachers and parents to work together 

towards a common goal.  We believe in positive reinforcement and look for positive behavior 

examples to praise students.  It is also important for us to get to know our students and make 

connections with them early on in the school year so that we can build upon this positive 

interaction.  

 

Homework: 

The purpose of homework in first grade is to give parents an idea about what their children are 

learning in school and also to help the students learn and practice the daily routine of doing 

homework.  Homework should last no more than 10 minutes in first grade.  We will try to stick 

to this weekly schedule of homework so that parents and students know what to expect and can 

plan accordingly. 

 

Monday  A list of spelling words come home for 

students to practice for the spelling 

test on Friday. 

Tuesday  Math practice homework 

Thursday  A story will come home for students to 

read to an adult at home.  The adult 

needs to sign the envelope and the 

book and envelope need to be returned 

to school by Monday. 

   

  

Other Notes: 

● For student birthdays, they may be out of uniform for the day and can bring in birthday 

treats for the class.   

● We have Mass every Friday at 10 a.m.  Students need to bring their sweaters on those 

days.  Be sure they are labeled. 

● Make sure your child wears athletic shoes to school on P.E. days (Mondays and 

Wednesdays). 

● 4th grade lunch monitors sit with the students during lunch.  There are also adult 

teachers to supervise the lunchroom. 



● We will be purchasing the Scholastic Magazine for the classroom.  It will cost about $6 

per student. 

● Be sure to empty and look at papers from the Home folder every day.  Especially look for 

papers on Tuesday--Take Home Tuesday--when there are important notes from the 

office. 

● Spelling tests will begin in a few weeks.  The list of words comes home on Monday and the 

test will be on Friday. 

 

 


